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Cyanotype is a camera-less photographic process that produces a distinct Prussian 
blueprint. The process was discovered in 1842 by Sir John Herschel, as a means for re-
producing drawings and diagrams (blueprints).

Anna Atkins produced a series of cyanotype prints of seaweeds, placing the plant spec-
imens directly on photosensitised paper which created a silhouette effect, known as a 
photogram. 

Traditional cyanotype

The process involves mixing potassium ferricyanide with ferric ammonium citate to 
form a photosensitive solution. This is applied to a surface (paper, fabric, shell) and left 
to dry in a dark place. Prints can then be made by exposing the coated surface with a 
suitable negative (object or digital transparency) to sunlight or an ultraviolet lamp. 
Results are usually obtained after about 10-20 minutes for traditional cyanotype, this 
will depend upon the strength of the light and the surface being printed on. 

Prints are developed by running under cold water. A dilute solution of hydrogen perox-
ide can be used to accelerate the developing process.

Wet Cyanotype

A variation on the traditional cyanotype method, this process can be performed on dry 
pre-prepared sheets of photosensitised paper or directly onto the wet coated paper 
prior to drying. Water, vinegar, salt, spices such as turmeric or paprika, coffee grounds 
and soap can be introduced to the print during exposure to create interesting patterns 
and colours and create an abstract effect to the print. These prints will need to be     
exposed to light for much longer, from an hour to several days. The developing 
process is the same and involves washing the print of the cyanotype chemicals. Prints 
can then be dried. 



Wet Cyanotype Process

1. Coat the paper with the cyanotype chemicals using a foam or hake brush, the metal 
ferrules of some brushes can react with the cyanotype chemicals. You can apply the solution 
uniformly or using painterly strokes.

2. Place your negative on the coated paper, where the paper is covered will be white in the 
finished print.

3. Add soap, vinegar, spices,  salt etc.

4. Clamp your print into a frame with a glass or perspex front and expose to the sunlight. The 
colours will change throughout the exposure.

5. Wash the exposed print for about 5 mins in cold water. until the water runs clear.

6. The finished print can take several days to fully develop.


